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HOPE FOR KABONDO-Kenya

Update report August 2008

Since the beginning of the year, things have settled down in Kenya.  Tourism is picking back up again.  

In Kabondo, tensions between tribes have dissipated, but inflation is high.  Just like in Europe, the price of gasoline is high and prices for basic foods, such as “corn” and palm-oil have almost quadrupled since the beginning of the year.

Throughout this past difficult period, Hope Home has held its own.  There was plenty of help, plenty of food.  Hope Home has become an oasis in the midst of a desolate countryside.  The children are doing well.  They attend school and if at all possible, they return to their extended families during vacations - and if circumstances allow, they sometimes return definitively.  

The exchange between Hope Home and the community is encouraged and supported.  In agreement with Achieng Renish, Sophie Otieno and Lucy Oketch, definitive homes are planned for the children, in addition to the development of agricultural projects, establishment of clean water and payment of school tuition for a specific number of children.   

HOPE HOME. 

In September, we started the construction for the new homes for about 20 children and their caretakers.  The concept is one in which the children live in 4 supervised units.  The goal is to provide them with a substitute family environment and a home. 

The foundation pays HOPE HOME a monthly stipend of €1.800,00, and receives a monthly overview of the expenses.  

Regarding the operations and evolution, a detailed report is produced every trimester.  

Last week, Achieng informed us that she took in a baby with TB into her own home. 

The child is recuperating well, and has stopped coughing and vomiting.  As soon as the risk for cross infection is gone, the baby will be transferred to Hope Home. 

WATER

A water well was dug to a depth of about 20 meters and with an associated cost of €2.500,00.  Despite an investigation into the appropriate location for the well, it was dry for several months.  Because clean water is so important to the entire community, we are considering financing a bore-hole that would go deeper (estimated price: minimum €10.000,00). This would benefit the entire community.  

The bore-hole option is currently being investigated and will be compared to the option of pumping water up from the Sondu-river.  

A large portion of the water tank was financed for the Oyugis Craft Center, a school in the city of Oyugis (Kabondo) where youth receive technical education.  The school is part of the Oyugis Integrated Project, which also receives support from the Netherlands.  They needed the water tank urgently.  There may be an opportunity to collaborate with the school in the future for training, help with construction, etc..  

AGRICULTURAL PROJECTS 

With the support received from the Bakeries Social Fund, we are in a position to fund various agricultural projects for widows, orphans, youth and AIDS-patients for approximately 4 years. The idea is to guarantee these groups a source of income.   They will be organized in groups, having a chairman, a secretary, and a receptionist in a Community Based Organization (CBO) with various members.  Following report writing and forecasting, an amount of money is deposited on the respective bank accounts twice yearly, to keep them operational.  Activities can be diverse: Honey bees, small animals (chickens, goats), farming (amaranth, fruit, trees) etc..  There is no great expectation for profit making, however there is a strong focus on bookkeeping and continuing education.   

In exchange for the financial support, there is a requirement to support Hope Home with their products and human resources.  We have received confirmation that this is indeed happening. 

Within the four years (till 2011),  projects are expected to grow in experience and responsibility, in order to be positioned to enter the commercial market of supply and demand, and to obtain further financing through available micro-credits and local banks.  

The CBO under which Hope Home operates, also manages a fishpond, bean farming, has chickens and cows and has recently started a pig farm.  This last project is expected to be profit making within a fairly short amount of time.  Profits are intended to help the CBO independently finance part of the Hope Home’s expenses, so that we will be able to reduce the Belgian contribution (tentatively planned as from 2012).  

CONCLUSION

Without a doubt, life in Kabondo continues to be a daily struggle for survival for many.  A struggle for water, for food, against disease and superstition.  The great lakes region continues to be a vulnerable and backward area.  

For the Luo people, there is also the continued fight for recognition.  

The nice results and medals won at the Olympic games in running, make them stronger.  The example set by the athletes should not be underestimated, but as Yvan Sonck said, good runners are still being taken out regularly by malaria…

Education must improve, and the Kenyan social security is minimal (many uncovered risks).  With time, the community may have opportunities to explore new initiatives. Ideas are under development.

The financial and moral support provided from Belgium, is helping Kabondo pick up momentum in any case.  Hopefully the political situation will remain stable.   

Thanks and kind regards to all who provide support in whatever way!  Erokamano (in the Luo-language).

August 20, 2008

The directors of HOPE FOR KABONDO-Kenya, Private Foundation,

Annemarie Lambrecht, chairman, Annemie Struyf, Lieve Blancquaert, co-chairmen, Monique Van Nieuwerburgh, secretary and Michel Vanholder, member.

P.S. soon we will be receiving a new series of photo’s 
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